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By Dan Eglie and Judy Fahys cians she sents have been “willing to give up”

much in th"™@Hmpromise negotiations.

THE

day.

But Gov. Mike Leavitt held out the promise of a
special session of the Legislature if negotiations suc-
ceed in developing an acceptable amendment to the

state’s 1991 anti-abortion law.

The governor’s office said in a prepared statement
that he is forming a group of his staff, lawmakers
and doctors on both sides of the dispute to talk be-

hind closed doors.

“Intense negotiations” will go forward and the
governor is willing to call lawmakers back in special
session in April if a deal can be cut.

On Wednesday, Mr. Leavitt met with University of
Utah physicians who, with the American Civil Liber-
ties Union of Utah, have filed an appeal in the ACLU

suit against the abortion law.

But the governor said, “I'm very concerned that
negotiating and enacting any change to our existing
abortion law during the final hours of the legislative
session represents considerable risk for error.”

ACLU attorney Kathryn Kendell said the physi-

Clay-Mines Measure
Fails to Pass House

Clay mines will continue to be
regulated by the state and subject
to reclamation requirements.

An agreement to that effect was
reached Wednesday between the
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Min-
ing and Sen. Mike Dmitrich, D-
Price, who had introduced legisla-
tion to exempt some clay-mine
operations from the state’s Mined
Land Reclamation Act.

Mr. Dmitrich’s bill passed the
Senate easily, but was defeated in

LAKE TRIBUNE

Attempts to end Utah’s abortion court fight fizzled
in the final frantic hours of the Legislature Wednes-

“If that’s not good enough for the minority of ideo-
logues on the other side, I don’t know how much

more we can give up,” Ms. Kendell said.

Senate Minority Leader Scott Howell, D-Sandy,
blamed the “‘extreme right” in the abortion debate
for obstructing a settlement. |

Eagle Forum of Utah President Gayle Ruzicka-
said she and other anti-abortion activists oppose lib-
eralization of abortion laws. But “we’re willing to

look at anything they bring us.”

struck down the
ahortions.

Last December, federal Judge J. Thomas Greene

law’s central ban on most elective

But the ACLU last month appealed provisions that
restrict abortions after the 21st week of pregnancy,
upheld by the court. Tuesday, the state attorney gen-

eral filed a counter-appeal.

The case, which to date has cost taxpayers
$800,000, has been placed on hold for at least 30
days. Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals Judge Stephen
Anderson granted a stay for that period, said Asst.
Atty. Gen. Jerry Jensen.

Geneva Sales-Tax Exemption Extended

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Geneva Steel on Wednesday
put on a last-minute lobbying blitz
and, with the help of some legisla-
tive leaders and unions, won a
two-year extension of its exemp-
tion from state sales taxes.

The Senate passed the measure
20-9 following emotional and
sometimes angry debate that had
opponents claiming leaders were
ramrodding the bill without ade-
quate debate.

Sen. John Holmgren, R-Bear
River City, complained that Sen-

ate President Arnold Christensen
limited debate on the floor after
allowing Geneva attorneys and
lobbyists almost -a half-hour to
hype the measure during lunch
Wednesday.

Another of the state’s large
steel mills, Nucor, is in Holm-
gren’s district.

The bill extends for two years
an exemption granted to Geneva
seven years ago when the aging
steel mill reopened. The goal was
to help the locally owned mill af-
ford necessary and expensive ren-
ovations.

the House.
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